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S

ince man’s fall in the Garden of Eden, Satan has been in a pitched, prolonged cosmic battle
to prohibit the Messiah from coming to earth to provide redemption for sinners coupled
with a termination of the kingdom of darkness. From the account of the conflagration in
the Old Testament, on several occasions the Devil almost accomplished his menacing mission.
In my view, one, if the lowest point, of the conflict came during the period of the chasm period (1
Kings 12-2 Kings 16 & 2 Chronicles 10-28), or that time when Israel’s kingdom suffered from
tribal division.
For political purposes, Athaliah, the daughter1 of wicked King Ahab and his wife the
notoriously evil Jezebel (2 Kings 8:18, 26), married Jehoram, the godly descendent from Judah
who rightfully became the King of Judah (853-841 B.C.). She brought the baggage of her blind
zeal of Baal worship to Judah, motivating, no doubt, her husband to perpetuate her love of
idolatry (2 Kings 8:18). The Devil certainly smiled at this spiritual perversion because he became
instrumental in watering down not only the royal line of Judah with compromise, he energized
his followers to wed false theology to true theology.

Based on how you interpret the Hebrew for “daughter,” it is also possible she was the daughter of King Omri.
Ahab was, then, her brother who raised her and stood as her father figure.
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When her husband died and her twenty-two-year-old son, Ahaziah, another descendent
of Judah and the messianic royal line (Genesis 49:8-10), took the Davidic throne, she exerted
even more godless influence. His rule lasted only one short year, leaving her, the former Queen
mother in a power position. Influenced, no doubt, the by Devil and her own boundless ambition
and cultic fanatical zeal, she seized the throne of David by eliminating all of her grandsons (2
Kings 11:1). From outer appearances it appeared the Adversary had successfully trumped God’s
program to bring the Davidic Messiah and King to earth as prophesied. From outer appearances
it appeared that light had lost and darkness had won. Such was just an appearance.
Fortunately, God, who is sovereign, worked to counter the moves of His opponent by
protecting one little Davidic baby boy. His name? Jehoash. His deliverer? His aunt, Jehosheba,
the sister of King Ahaziah rescued him and hid him in the temple for six years where her
husband, Jehoiada, served as the High Priest. On the seventh year, the High Priest successfully
revolted against the godless, amoral reign of Athaliah, he installed Jehoash as the king, and for
the next forty-two years (2 Kings 12), worship of the living God at the temple was restored in a
fuller fashion.
Shocking, isn’t it? The Devil just about snuffed out the messianic line of Shem and David
during the reign of one wicked, spiritually rudderless, power-hungry woman; however, God had
a counter-plan to make sure that all the complex, sometimes brutal events eventually led to the
coming of the ultimate Davidic King, Jesus.
Such didn’t stop the Devil, though. Not only did he, once again, attempt to wipe out the
messianic line by motivating King Herod to exterminate all the male boys two years old and
downward in Bethlehem, he worked covertly in and through one disillusioned, greedy, powerhungry disciple, Judas Iscariot, to treasonously turn Jesus over to His enemies so they could
finally wipe out the last Davidic Messiah and King.
God, who doesn’t entertain the notion of losing, had other plans, as you might expect.
He would, as we shall see in Matthew 26:17-30, work through His Son, Jesus, to cinch the
spiritual win in the age-old battle between light and darkness, truth and error. This concept
naturally arises from the work of Judas as pitted against the work of Jesus and can be articulated
in this fashion:

God Moves The Cosmic Battle From Treason To Triumph
(Matthew 26:17-30)
The passage before us naturally divides in a two-fold structural format to validate the stunning
and superb work of God in defeating the activity of His opponent, the Devil.

The Old Work Of Judas (Matthew 26:17-25)
I say “old work” to underscore how the activity of Judas was really nothing new in the Devil’s
attempt to destroy the redemptive work of God through the Messiah, followed by the
institution of the Davidic Kingdom by this rightful and final King of Kings. Deception had
worked well … to a limited degree … in the past, and it was an old trick employed again by the
Devil to thwart God’s work. We pick up the menacing method in the ensuing narrative:
17

Now on the first day of Unleavened Bread the disciples came to Jesus and
asked, “Where do You want us to prepare for You to eat the Passover?”
2
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The time note is somewhat confusing because the “first day of Unleavened Bread” feast (Exodus
12:15-20; 23:14-15; 23:6-8; Numbers 28:17-25), would literally have occurred on Friday at sunset
(when the new/next day began according to the Sadducean view of time, viz., days were
calculated from sunset to sunset). This day, which started in the evening, would have also been
classified as a Sabbath day. How, then could Christ and His disciples be getting ready for the
observance of Passover, which precedes the Unleavened Bread feast? The answer is the Jews
viewed these two feasts as one. Hence, Passover, a one day observance, was wedded so closely to
the Feast of Unleavened Bread to speak of one was to speak of the other. Their preparations
were, in fact, on the “first day” of the entire feast cycle. Which day was this is the next logical
question.
Jesus predicted He would die and be raised on the third day (Matthew 16:21; Mark 8:31),
which was the first day of the week, or Sunday (Mark 16:9; John 20:1; Acts 20:7). Since we know
His crucifixion occurred on the Day of Preparation, or the day before Sabbath (Saturday;
Matthew 27:62; 28:1; Mark 15:42; Luke 23:54, 56; John 19:31) when the Jews prepared their
homes for Sabbath observance (John 19:31), it appears tenable to conclude He died on Friday
afternoon at 3 p.m. when the Passover sacrifice occurred on the Temple mount in Jerusalem.
Additional evidence for a Friday crucifixion comes from Christ’s encounter, post-resurrection,
with the two disciples on the Emmaus Road. These disciples informed Him on that Sunday
encounter that their Master had been crucified, and it had now been three days since the tragic
event. Following the Sadducean view of time, this would support the Friday crucifixion (viz.,
Day one: Thursday evening at sunset to sunset was really Friday; Day two: Friday evening at
sunset to sunset on Saturday evening, and Day 3: Saturday evening at sunset to sunset on
Sunday). In Matthew 12:40, Jesus stated He would be in the heart of the earth (viz., a tomb) for
three days and three nights. Since the Jews of the day viewed any part of a day as a whole day, as
is communicated by Rabbi Eleazar ben Azariah (A.D. 100),2 Christ fulfilled this prophecy to the
letter by entering the tomb at the end of the day on Friday before sunset.
The Passover location the Lord had His disciples secure for their observance of the feast
occurred on Thursday evening, or Friday … Passover, based on sunset to sunset time calculation.
That this was a true Passover observance is defended by one of my late New Testament Greek
professors from Dallas Seminary, Dr. Harold Hoehner, in his excellent book Chronological Aspects
of the Life of Christ:
(1)The Synoptics explicitly state that the Last Supper was a Passover (Matt. 26:2,
17, 18, 19; Mark 14:1, 12, 14, 16; Luke 22:1, 7, 8, 13, 15). (2) It took place, as required
by the law (Deut. 16:7), within the gates of Jerusalem even though it was so
crowded at the time. (3) The upper room was made available without difficulty in
keeping with the Passover custom. (4) The Last Supper was eaten at night (Matt.
26:20; Mark 14:17; John 13:30; 1 Cor. 11:23) which was an unusual time for a meal.
(5) Jesus limited himself to the 12 rather than eating with the large circle of
followers (which corresponds to the Passover custom). (6) A reclining posture at
the table was for special occasions only. (7) The meal was eaten in Levitical
purity (John 13:10), (8) Jesus broke the bread during the meal (Matt. 26:26; Mark
14:22) rather than as customarily done at the beginning of the meal. (9) Red wine
2

Harold Hoehner, Chronological Aspects of the Life of Christ ( Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1977): 74.
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was drunk which was only for special occasions. (10) Some of the disciples
thought that Judas left (John 13:29) to purchase items for the feast which would
not have been necessary if the Last Supper was a day before the Passover since he
would have had the whole next day (Nisan 14) available for this purpose. (11)
Some of the disciples thought that Judas left to give to the poor (John 13:29)
which was customary on Passover night. (12) The Last Supper ends with the
singing of a hymn which would have been the second half of the Passover hallel.
(13) Jesus did not return to Bethany which was outside of Jerusalem's limit but
went to spend the night on the Mount of Olives which was within the enlarged
city limits for the purpose of the Passover feast. (14) The interpretation of
specific elements of the middle was a part of the Passover ritual.3
The facts from the gospel account substantiate, therefore, the meal of Christ and His disciples as
the true Passover observance.
Knowing that securing a place in Jerusalem large enough to accommodate all thirteen of
them would be difficult at the last moment, the disciples posed a logical question. Where would
they meet and eat? Where would they meet to assemble all the necessary food ingredients for
the elaborate Passover meal? (viz., a lamb, which they would have secured earlier in the week,
would have to be slain in the temple between three and five p.m., unleavened bread, bitter herbs
and other foods would have to be assembled somewhere.)
Jesus had already worked out this issue by either forward planning or by divine
knowledge:
And He said, “Go into the city to a certain man, and say to him, ‘The Teacher
says, “My time is near; I am to keep the Passover at your house with My
disciples.” ’ 19 The disciples did as Jesus had directed them; and they prepared the
Passover.
18

His reply demonstrates His complete control of the situation. Knowing that Judas was looking
for a prime opportunity to turn Him in, Jesus, according to Mark’s parallel account in Mark
14:13-15, directed His two trusted disciples, Peter and John, to surreptitiously follow a man
carrying a bottle home to his house. I lean toward believing Jesus had this detail worked out
before, and the man carrying the bottle, which was atypical in this culture, was a prearranged
sign he had covertly established in order to keep Judas out of the loop so He could have been
arrested before His chosen time. They would observe Passover in the home of this man, who
was probably a Christ-follower.
Christ’s statement that “My time is near” merely underscores the control He possessed,
as God, of the timing of His prophesied death as the Passover Lamb (Isaiah 53). It would
happen when it was divinely determined to occur, despite the best efforts of the Devil otherwise.
Just this statement clearly illustrates how Christ would eventually turn the treasonous behavior
of Judas to triumph, and thereby win the cosmic battle and fulfill the Father’s
redemptive/kingdom plan.
With the commencement of the Passover meal on Thursday evening, we are quickly
introduced to the wicked work of Judas. Four points expand on his devious, deadly activity.
3

Hoehner, 76-77.
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He employed deception (Matthew 21-23). Matthew introduces us to Judas’ deceptive ways
during the Passover meal with this narrative statement:
20

Now when evening came, Jesus was reclining at the table with the twelve disciples.

The picture here is of Christ and the disciples “seated” at a u-shaped, Roman triclinium table,
which is far different than Rembrandt’s Passover painting depicting them at a long, rectangular
table. With their legs stretched out behind them, they would have supported their weight on
one arm, while using the other arm to enjoy the food and the wine of Passover.
Matthew jumps right into the lengthy Passover meal and speaks about Jesus casting a
pall over the festive meal with words of betrayal while they were eating. To appreciate the flow
of the Passover meal and how this interfaced with the activity of Judas and Jesus, we must offer
a brief outline of the order of the meal. Currently, there are fifteen steps to the Passover Seder
(the Hebrew word for “order”). By analyzing the various gospel accounts and comparing them
against that current structure, we can readily identify eight movements of the highly structured
meal that Jesus served as the chief officiate.
#
1

Name
Kiddush

Meaning
“The
sanctification”

2

Urchatz

“the washing”

3

Carpas

“green
vegetables”

4

Yachatz

5

Maggid

Action
Emphasis
Prayer for the four
cups & drinking of
the 1st cup
Washing for ritual
purity before eating

Green veggie dipped To resemble hyssop
in salt water and used to apply blood
eaten
to doorposts. Green
= life & salt = Red
Sea
“to divide”
Bag with three loaves
of unleavened bread.
Middle loaf is broken
in half. Larger half
hidden
away
for
Afikomen ceremony
“telling
the Reading
of
the
story”
Haggadah,
“the
telling” to recount the
Passover story. 2nd

Christ’s Obs.
Luke 22:14-18
John 13:1-11 He
didn’t
wash
hands but the
feet.
Servanthood
was
emphasized.
Matthew
26:20-25. First
time
He
dipped leaves
in substance.
Matthew
26:26, Christ
broke
the
middle
loaf
representing
the Afikomen

5
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Cup of wine is drunk
representing the Cup
of Plagues. Psalms
113-114 were sung.
6 Rachtzah “the washing” Washing of the hands
before
the
meal.
Comes before the
second dipping in the
salt water. At this
point, a hard-boiled
egg is dipped in the
salt water.
7 Motzi
“the bringing Special prayer recited
forth”
before the actual
Passover meal.
8 Matzah
Special prayer for the
unleavened
bread.
Middle and upper loaf
is eaten at this time.
9 Maror
“bitter herbs”
Horse radish root is
dipped into Charoset
substance.
10 Coreich
“the
Unleavened bread is
combining”
broken into small
pieces and bitter
herbs and charoset is
made into a sandwich.

11

Shulchan
Oreich

12

Tzafun

13

Bareich

“the ordered Denotes the time the
table”
actual meal, lamb, was
eaten. Egg once more
dipped into the salt
water and eaten to
start meal.
“the hidden”
Middle bread is taken
from hiding place and
eating by everyone
Blessing giving and 3rd
cup is drank, the Cup
of Redemption.
Cup of Elijah is filled
at this time.
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Egg represented the
roasted
Passover
sacrifice.

Reminds Israel of
their bitter slavery
Done to remember John 13:24-26.
the destruction of Christ made
the Temple
the
sandwiches
and gave to the
disciples.
Judas was first.
Judas’ betrayal
will be bitter.
Egg
denotes
resurrection and/or
the hardness of
Israel.

Wine
represents
the blood of the
animal that saved
the Jews from the
last plague, death.

Matthew
26:27-29
Christ blessed
this cup and
gave to the
6
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Nirtzah

“accepted”
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Psalm 115-118 were
sung, concluding with
Psalm 136 the Great
Hallel. 4th cup is
drunk
Prayer which says
that
God’s
has
accepted the worship
in the meal.
5th cup is drunk as a
young person looks
for Elijah.

disciples.
Matthew
26:30;
Mark
14:26
They
sang the Hallel
hymns

Based on this structure, the eating the disciples enjoyed was directly related to the
drinking of the first cup of wine (as presented in Luke 22:14-18), followed by Christ
changing/modifying the Passover ritual of the washing of hands by washing the feet of the
disciples. He did this because they were already arguing at the table, again, regarding who
would be the greatest among them (Luke 22:24; John 13:4-5). His washing rebuked them and
stressed the need for them to be servants (John 13:1-11). May we, too, learn from this. We
should, above all things, strive daily for living like humble servants of Christ, not caustic, selfconsumed saints who are full of themselves. Remember, true Christian maturity is a fight for the
bottom, not the top of the heap. How are you faring?
After the foot washing and teaching/correction, Jesus led them in eating of the Carpas, or
the green vegetables, viz., parsley, a symbol of the hyssop used to apply the Passover blood to the
doorposts of the homes, which was dipped into salt water, representing the salt water of the
Red Sea, coupled with the tears of the former Egyptian slaves. Hence, as the disciples were
reminded of the former bitter bondage of their people, coupled with God’s perfect provision of
redemption through the parting of the Red Sea is when Jesus dropped the verbal bomb on them:
21

As they were eating, He said, “Truly I say to you that one of you will betray Me.”

I’m sure you could have heard a pin drop in that little room.
The reply of the disciples is most logical:
22

Being deeply grieved, they each one began to say to Him, “Surely not I, Lord?”

Their repetitive rhetorical question in Greek is most emphatic (viz., Mh,ti evgw, eivmi ku,rie, with
the negative followed by the first person pronoun followed by the first person verb “to be.”) and
demands a negative reply. This is most instructive. Judas has so deceived them, they so trusted
their accountant that no one said, “Lord, could it possibly be Judas. You know, he seems to be a
secretive kind of man, and he’s not a Galilean like many of us.” No. No one said anything about
Judas because he blended in so well, talking like they talked, praying like they prayed, and
teaching like they taught. He, the ultimate spiritual spy, had performed one of the most
masterful covert ops in world history. Mark this well: Just because someone is among us
7
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doesn’t mean they are one of us. Satan always has his false followers disguised in the cleverest
fashion (2 Peter 2; Jude for descriptions of how the false followers tend to operate in order to
camouflage themselves).
Christ gave the disciples a little cryptic insight to which disciple it might be with this
statement:
And He answered, “He who dipped his hand with Me in the bowl is the one who will
betray Me.
23

He could have said this while he dipped his parsley into the bowl along with Judas, but probably
nobody caught the emphasis because they were all dipping into the same bowl, sometimes at the
same time. Again, Judas kept his cool and maintained his deceptive front.
He wouldn’t thwart God’s direction (Matthew 26:24a). Despite the devilish deception of Judas
used to betray Jesus, Jesus assured his nervous, emotionally disturbed disciples that God’s
redemptive program was on track and would be fulfilled:
24

“The Son of Man is to go, just as it is written of Him; …

The betrayal of the Messiah, viz., the Son of Man or the Messianic God/man King of Kings as
detailed and prophesied in Daniel 7:13, was foretold by God in the ancient past (Psalm 41:9;
Zechariah 11:12-13), along with His redemptive, God-ordained mission as suffering messianic
Servant and THE Passover Lamb (Isaiah 50:6-7; 53; Psalm 22). What God had prophesied on
numerous occasions and through the mouths of many Old Testament prophets concerning the
redemptive work of His Son would be realized despite the stealthy behavior of the betrayer, Judas.4
Judas, nor Satan, obviously, ever got the memo as we can see in the continued deception of the
passage.
He would taste God’s discipline (Matthew 26:24b). Here Jesus informs Judas that his treason
wouldn’t be effective nor accomplish any of his purposes. In fact, Jesus warns him that he would
be responsible for the eternal judgment God, the Father, would level against him for becoming a
traitor of the Son:
… but woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have been good for
that man if he had not been born.”
Judas would bear the full brunt of God’s eternal wrath in hell for his willful betrayal of the
Messiah, Jesus. Such is still the case. Each man is judged based on the light given to him
(Romans 1:18). As in Judas’ case, the light given to him was blinding and he arrogantly and
4

Rene Pache, in his book The Inspiration and Authority of Scripture (p. 283), speaks eloquently and insightfully about
the magnitude of Christ fulfilling these exact and articulate ancient prophecies. After detailing all the ones Christ
fulfilled in Matthew in the eighteenth chapter of his book, Pache goes on to state: “Now, it is affirmed that 333 of
the prophecies concerning Christ have been fulfilled! According to the law of probabilities, there would be one
chance out of 83 billion that so many predictions would come true in the case of one single individual. Needless to
say, such a ‘chance’ does not exist, and no one but the omniscient God could predict and act like this.”
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willfully chose not to just reject it, but to reject the Lord of that spiritual light. Such meanspirited activity would meet with the heavy judgmental hand of the living God in eternity.
Again, the emphasis is upon the Lord eventually winning the great cosmic battle to redeem
mankind and destroy the works of the Devil.
He was blinded by disdain (Matthew 26:25). Judas so hated Christ and His cause even a
warning such as this didn’t arrest his attention, or move him to drop the mask of deception.
Instead he replied:
And Judas, who was betraying Him, said, “Surely it is not I, Rabbi?” Jesus said
to him, “You have said it yourself.”

25

How deceptive are his words! Note carefully, he didn’t call Jesus, Lord, but Rabbi … a slap in the
face of Christ, who was, in fact, the Lord in every sense of the word. Once more, Judas’ sinful
hatred of Christ so consumed his heart and mind it completely blinded and engulfed him. Such
is the nature of sin (Proverbs 4:19; 10:23; Jeremiah 4:22; Acts 26:17-18).
Sometime later in the meal during the time called the Coreich, or “the combining,” or the
time when the leader broke unleavened bread into small pieces, formed them into small
sandwiches, consisting of bitter herbs and charoset5, John leaned over to Jesus and asked Him to
identify the traitor:
“Lord, who is it?” (John 13:25).
Christ, who was handing these sandwiches out at the time, replied:
Jesus then answered, “That is the one for whom I shall dip the morsel and give it
to him.” So when He had dipped the morsel, He took and gave it to Judas, the son
of Simon Iscariot” (John 13:26).
Since Judas was close to Christ, possibly on the other side of Jesus from John, it is quite possible
that John didn’t hear this statement clearly, if at all. I say this because he didn’t respond
negatively toward Judas, but merely watched as Judas left the table on a mission of sorts (John
13:28-30). The deception of Judas was completely undetected to any of the disciples. Talk about
the perfect covert op. No one suspected him of being a tool of the Devil, and speaking of the
Adversary, John tells us that Satan possessed Judas after he received this condemning morsel
(John 13:27). He then hurried departed from the rest of the Seder service to sell the Lord out for
a paltry thirty pieces of silver. It would be a decision he’d regret for all eternity.
In light of this master deception, I must ask you a personal question: Is your internal
hatred of Jesus and Christianity so great it consumes you? Does it keep you from evaluating the
evidence at hand to see whether it is true or not? Does it keep you holed up in your fortress of
vain arguments and vacuous, though comfortable thinking? If so, wake up and realize that your
own words, like those of Judas, won’t bring you a lasting victory. They’ll serve to condemn you
one day before the living God.
5

Charoset is from the Hebrew word for clay. It is an edible substance formed out of ground fruits and nuts to
represent the mortar the Israelites used to make bricks for the Egyptians during their captivity.
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Mark all this well, friend. You, like Judas, might be chaffing against the person and work
of Jesus Christ, you might be secretly hiding out among God’s people so you can create
maximum damage with your skewed theological views, you might look for opportunities
whereby you can work the thwart or discourage the work of God through His people, but please
realize in the end that your work is an old work which will meet with a future judgment from
God himself. God wins, as does His spiritual truth. Better to be on His side, than on the side of
the Devil.
Now, with Judas out the door to finish his betrayal of the Messiah, that same Messiah
turned to give a new meaning to the entire Passover meal. His teaching at this juncture will, by
definition, clearly and definitively demonstrate the ultimate redemptive triumph of His work on
Calvary.

The New Work Of Jesus (Matthew 26:26-30)
Matthew tells us what happened next with these words:
26

While they were eating, Jesus took some bread, and after a blessing, He broke
it and gave it to the disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is My body.”
We don’t know exactly when in the lengthy meal this occurred. It is quite possibly at the frontend of the ceremony during the Yachatz, or the dividing of the unleavened bread. From this new,
radical statement, Jesus taught a completely new spiritual truth, one directly related to his up
and coming crucifixion:
He Is The Sinless Savior (Matthew 26:26). Just as the bread for Passover could not have any
leaven/yeast in it for this represented sin, He is now the sinless Passover Lamb (1 Peter 2:22; 1
John 3:5). Every time His disciples would from this moment forward observe Passover, they
would partake of a new Passover in which their Lord became, through His sinless nature, the
perfect Passover sacrifice for the sins of all mankind.6 How fitting. He who was/is the Bread of
Life, is suited to be that bread based on His sinless nature (John 6:31-58).
A second concept naturally unfolded from the first:
He is the superior sacrifice (Matthew 26:27-28). Toward the end of the Passover ceremony,
Jesus took the third cup, the one called The Cup of Redemption, and gave his disciples added
insight into the full, final meaning of Passover:

Regarding the ancient debate concerning what Jesus meant by “this is my body,” and “for this is My blood,” Craig
Bloomberg offers this helpful analysis in his commentary titled The New American Commentary: Matthew: The doctrines
of transubstantiation (the bread and wine become Christ’s actual body and blood) or consubstantiation (Christ is
really present “in, with, and under” the elements) make no sense of Jesus’ words in their historical context. As Jesus
holds up a loaf and declares, “This is my body,” no one listening will ever imagine that he is claiming the bread to be
the literal extension of his flesh. Moreover, in Aramaic these sentences would have been spoken without a linking
verb (“is”), as simply, this, my body and this, my blood. As frequently elsewhere, Jesus is creating a vivid object lesson.
The bread symbolizes (represents, stands for, or points to) his crucifixion in some otherwise unspecified sense. 6

6
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27

And when He had taken a cup and given thanks, He gave it to them, saying,
“Drink from it, all of you; 28 for this is My blood of the covenant, which is poured
out for many for forgiveness of sins.
Breaking with hundreds of years of tradition, Jesus claimed that His sacrificial blood would
make the earlier Passover observance obsolete. Why? Because He, and He alone, would become
the ultimate Passover Lamb of God, thereby doing away with the need for any further sacrifices.
The cup and the red wine it contained, of course, represented the blood He would spill on
Calvary in order to create a new Passover and a new covenant. No longer would animal blood be
needed to cover sins. That would be accomplished by His shed blood as the Passover Lamb of all
Passover lambs.
Many New Testament texts develop the importance of Christ’s death as the Passover
Lamb.
7

Clean out the old leaven so that you may be a new lump, just as you are in fact
unleavened. For Christ our Passover also has been sacrificed (1 Corinthians 5:7).
20

and through Him to reconcile all things to Himself, having made peace through
the blood of His cross; through Him, I say, whether things on earth or things in
heaven. 21 And although you were formerly alienated and hostile in mind, engaged
in evil deeds (Colossians 1).
21

He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might
become the righteousness of God in Him (2 Corinthians 5:21).
18

knowing that you were not redeemed with perishable things like silver or gold
from your futile way of life inherited from your forefathers, 19 but with precious
blood, as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ (1 Peter 1:18–19).
By means of the triumphant sacrificial death of Jesus, which was orchestrated by the treasonous
behavior of Judas, we, as sinners, now have a New Covenant and a New Passover to remember.
Now, every time we partake of communion like the ancient disciples, we remember the sinless
body of Christ which bore our sin, coupled with the precious blood He spilt as the perfect
sacrifice to provide the ultimate passing over of God’s wrath against sin and sinners. The
pragmatic question has to be asked, “Has the blood of Christ been applied to the doorposts of
your life, by faith, so that His wrath will not only pass over you on the Day of Judgment, but so
you will have true communion with Him?”
We who know the present redemptive power of Christ as our Passover Lamb, we who
remember the New Covenant and new relationship He has established for us by means of our
faith relationship to Him also enjoy a future hope. As Jesus said as He closed down this first
communion service:
“But I say to you, I will not drink of this fruit of the vine from now on until that
day when I drink it new with you in My Father’s kingdom.”

29
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His promise to us is sure. He will not enjoy the wine of communion until He sees us in His longawaited Davidic Kingdom. Imagine the joy of this day. What a festive, exciting day that will be
as we, along with the saints of all time, sit down a feast of all feasts to enjoy a glass of wine with
the Savior. With each drink I’m sure we will remember the cost He paid to give us a seat at that
table in His new empire. How exciting is this? No wonder they left singing …
30

After singing a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives.

What hymn did they sing? Since they sang the Hallel (Hebrew for “praise”) songs, viz., Psalms
113-118 during the Passover meal, it is quite probably they closed with the singing of the Great
Hallel, or Psalm 136.
Isn’t all of this so ironic?
While Judas blazed a treacherous trail to the enemies of Jesus, the disciples worshipped
Jesus, the Passover Lamb of God, with a praise song to end all praise songs. Don’t you know
they smiled as they sang? Don’t you know they had never sung these particular words with such
meaning? Indeed.
Also, while Judas plotted the betrayal and death of Jesus, Jesus spoke to His faithful
disciples regarding how His death would bring to an end all substitutionary sacrifices, making
Him the ultimate Passover Lamb. God would turn treason into triumph in due time. How
ironic. No … make that … how perfect.
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